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Notes for Church’s Story 1 Pages 10-11 
I belong to my school family.

The Catholic school is an experience of Church, a
community trying to live according to the gospel
so that all members of the school community find
love, respect and opportunities to develop their
talents and grow towards maturity.

Look
Help children to identify members of the school
community, different needs and gifts. 

What games are children playing? 

What do you think the teacher is doing? 

Why is he using sign language? 

What is the teacher signing to
the children? 

Make connections 
Encourage children to think about what they
do and enjoy in the playground and what
others might do and enjoy that is different. 

Something to do
Invent some new versions of playground games.
Talk about playground rules that ensure that
everyone can play safely and happily.

Pages 12-13
The Church family comes together to celebrate.

The parish church is a principal focus for the
life of the Catholic community. The Eucharist
is the expression, celebration and deepening of
communion with Christ and in Christ with one
another. It helps to remember that our English
name ‘Mass’ comes from the final, encouraging
command ‘Go in peace to love and serve the
Lord’. (In Latin, Ite missa est.)

“Through the liturgical life of a local Church,
Christ, the light and salvation of all peoples, is
made manifest to the particular people and
culture to which that Church is sent and in
which she is rooted.” (CCC 1202)

Look
What do you see? (people, altar servers, priest,
crucifix, hymn books, benches)

What is happening? (gathering song is being
sung, servers and priest are processing in)

Make connections
What is the same when you go to church? What
is different?

What is the name of the priest(s) in the parish
you go to/to which the school belongs?

Something to do
Find out the name of your parish church and
parish priest.

Find a hymn/song that you like to sing
in church.

Pages 14-15
Everyone shares God’s world.

The word ‘catholic’ means ‘universal’. First, the
Church is catholic because Christ is present in
her. She is the Body of Christ. Secondly, the
Church is catholic because she has been sent out
by Christ on a mission to the whole of the
human race. (See CCC 830-831)

Look
What do you see? (map, world, blue sea,
green land)

Who do you see? (people, adults, children)

Make Connection
What do you know about these people? (look
different, come from different countries)

Who do you know from a different country?

Have you ever been to a different country? 

How did you get there?

Have you seen children from different
countries? (neighbourhood, TV, pictures)

Something
to do
Home: Look out
for people from
different
countries when
you go out.
(supermarket,
on the bus)

At school: Are
there people in
your school
whose families
come from
different
countries? On a
map of the
world find the
countries.

Pages 6-15 focus on the Church,
the community of believers.

Background
The Church is a communion, a community, a
family that crosses all boundaries of race and
space and even time. Jesus Christ is the one
who brings about this communion. Through
him all peoples are drawn into communion
with God and with one another. 

The Church is named ‘the communion of
saints’. This is good news. It means that in
Christ and through baptism every human
person is called to become ‘holy, priestly and
prophetic’ for the good of the whole world. To be
holy is to be wholly in communion with God
the loving creator. To be priestly is to become
part of Christ’s perfect offering of himself to his
Father. To be prophetic is to become a living
word proclaiming the truth of God’s justice,
love and peace in every day. This ‘communion
of saints’ has be to lived out day by day in
homes, neighbourhoods, parishes and dioceses
all over the world.

Pages 6-7 
Can you see a family? I love my family.

The family is a child’s first experience of
communion. It is in the home that children
first experience relationships.

Look
Help children to identify a variety of family

groups in the picture. (children
with adults, brothers, sisters,
mums, dads, grandparents)
Talk about what they are doing
and how they are relating to

one another.
(eating, having a break,
talking, listening, feeling
happy, excited, safe) 

Make connections
Do you sometimes stop
for a drink in a café?

What do you like to drink?

Choose a group in the
picture: Where do you think

they have come from?
(shopping, a journey)

Where are they going next? (home, to visit
friends or relatives)

What other family members might there be?
(a parent at home or at work, uncles, aunts,
cousins, grandparents waiting at the end of the
journey). Note: Be prepared for a child who may
want to talk about a member of the family who
has died and is missing from the family’s life.

Something to do
Use photos to help children identify family
members and remember holidays, birthdays
and the relationships they represent. In school,
photos can be used in this way to talk about
the school community. (staff, classroom
assistants, visitors)

Pages 8-9
There are many people in my family.
My family loves me. God loves all of us.

The family is where children learn love and
humanity. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church speaks of the family as ‘a school for
human enrichment’ (CCC, 1657)

“The Christian home is the place where children
receive the first proclamation of the faith. For
this reason the family home is rightly called ‘the
domestic church’, a community of grace and
prayer, a school of human virtues and of
Christian charity.” (CCC 1666)

Look
Help children to identify individuals and
activities. (mum, dad, uncle, cousin, nana,
granddad, playing, helping, watching)

Make connections
Encourage children to suggest not just what
they are doing by how they feel and what they
say. (This is fun! Well done Joe! Look at Sophie,
that’s good! Take care!)

When do you play? 

What do you like to do with your family?

How do you feel when you go out to play?

Something to do
Involve the children in planning a family
activity. This does not have to be elaborate; an
indoor picnic can be fun. In school: plan and
play picnics.


